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Calendar Welcome to the 2014-2015 
School Year! 

September 
1 – Labor Day
3 – First Day of School  
4 – New Family Orientation  

@ 6:30 pm in the cafeteria 
9 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
12 – Early Release @ 12:32 pm 
15 – OSD Board Mtg  

@ 6:30 pm at Lincoln 
23 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
26 – Harvest Festival 
26 – Early Release @ 12:32 pm 

October 
1 – District Late Start, no AM bus 
4 – OCC Retreat (Sat.) 
6 – OSD Board Mtg  
10 – NO SCHOOL, In-service Day 
15 – School Pictures 
17 – Early Release 12:32 pm  
20 – OSD Board Mtg  
21-24 – Conference Week, 

11:45 am dismissal 
28 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
29 – Studio Day 
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Welcome 
By 

Jess Revelas 

I hope you are all enjoying a relaxing 
summer, soaking up the sun, and enjoying 
the incredible bounty of the Northwest.  
Believe it or not, school will be starting again 
soon, and I want to welcome all of you to the 
upcoming school year at Lincoln Options.  If 
you are new to Lincoln, welcome to our 
community!  My name is Jess Revelas, and 
I’m the new Options Community Council 
(OCC) president.  My son Leo is entering 4th 
grade and my daughter Lila is going into 1st.  
 
The OCC is a group of parents and staff who 
work on the school’s policies and mission 
and handle the money that Lincoln parents 
raise for the school over the year.  You can 
contact me any time at 360-870-7172 or 
jessrevelas@comcast.net.  
 
I’m sure by now you have all torn through 
this envelope to get the exciting news about 
what class your student(s) will be in this 
year!  It’s thrilling to find out who your child 
(and you!) will be spending the next year or 
two years working with, and to look through 
the class lists for familiar names.   The class 
potlucks are the first events of the year and 
give you the opportunity to meet your child’s 
teacher and the other incoming families.  We 
look forward to seeing all of you – new and 
returning families—at these events, both to 

Hello New and Returning Lincoln Families! 
reconnect and to welcome new members into 
the community.  Lincoln has a big year 
ahead!  The Olympia School Board will meet 
at Lincoln September 15th and it will be an 
opportunity for our community to show the 
Board how valuable and successful our 
program is.   

Throughout the year, our community will be 
continuing our conversations about the 
philosophy of Lincoln and how it relates to 
standardized testing, and about parent 
participation at the school; we will also be 
working on Lincoln’s 5-year plan, the Options 
Design for Learning.  I invite each of you to 
be an active participant in these 
conversations.   

In fact, this year we are hoping that every 
family will be able to contribute to our 
community in some way, be it volunteering in 
the classroom, serving on the OCC, working 
in our incredible garden, helping with our 
auction, or simply showing up for our 
Tuesday morning assemblies.   Most 
importantly, though, we will be learning and 
growing together, making music, cooking, 
exploring, making mistakes and learning 
from them, and sharing our love with every 
member of our Lincoln family.  Welcome!  
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Greetings and Welcome 
Back Options Families! 
 
From our Principal, Marcela Abadi 

School Begins! 

4 
Follow me to Page 

4

What amazing summer weather we have had! Lots of unusual 
hot sunny days for the northwest.  It is even hard to imagine 
rainy day recess!  The garden is blooming with many 
sunflowers and other varieties of flowers, raspberries, 
carrots, kale…… and promises to produce ripe corn, 
pumpkins, grapes, and tomatoes in time for students to enjoy 
and celebrate Harvest Festival. The strangely silent halls are 
glistening with new wax, carpets are clean, classroom are 
taking shape and an excited anticipation for students to enter 
can be felt all around. 

This Opus is full of invitations to join in potlucks, class 
meetings, classroom work parties, council work……AND to 
our first assembly celebration on Tuesday, September 9th.  
Our assemblies offer a forum for creating and expanding on 
community. We begin the school year welcoming and 
including new families, offering friendships to new 
classmates, reuniting with old friends and learning to work 
and live together in this wonderful school community. 
Speaking of Welcoming…if you are new to the Options 
Program, I would like to invite you to the Welcome 
Information Night on Thursday, Sept 4 at 6:30 in the 
Cafeteria. Come and learn more about the Options Program 
at Lincoln and how to make the most of this learning 
community. 

I begin the year with deeper appreciation for the community 
that supports all of our children...parents, teachers, staff–all 
of the loving adults who surround them and share in this 
work. These children will be loved and taught well because of 
what we do together everyday! We have so much to be 
grateful for as we begin the year together: children, families, 
caring and skilled staff, our garden, our wetlands, our 
beautiful historical school building, endless resources and 
the opportunity to create a unique learning  
experience for the children we share.  

September 3rd brings all 
of those smiling children, 
eager to enter their 
classroom doors! I love 
that moment!  
 
New friends, old friends, 
assemblies, garden time, 
Harvest Festival, recess, 
Mt. Lincoln, great books, 
lots of learning, new 
stories and routines that 
are all part of the 
picture….so are you!  
 
Join us often. I welcome 
all of you and look forward 
to a year of shared 
learning, kindness and 
celebration. 
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continued from page 3 

And now, about our 
lovingly prepared 
class lists...  Our goal 
and wish is to honor the 
children, their learning needs 
and their friendships in the 
placement process. With 
approximately 300 students, 
this is no easy task. Please 
remember that our first goal 
is continuity with the 
teacher, so whenever 
possible, the child stays with 
his/her current teacher.  

Each placement is 
interdependent, which 
means a change for any one 
child would cause a ripple 
effect impact on other 
children.  

Please work with your child 
and his/her teacher if you 
have questions, information, 
or would like to request a 
specific plan to be put in 
place to help your child enjoy 
and/or graciously accept 
his/her class placement. 
Each family working with 
staff for the benefit of all of 
our shared children is the 
glue that holds our learning 
community together. 

Class Lists 

This OPUS brings loving and welcoming news: 

Learning: Jill and Emily attended a week long Responsive 
Classroom Class. They came back inspired! Emily said that the 
learning will enhance and change her teaching. Watch it unfold 
in their classrooms! I want to thank the Council for supporting 
and funding this valuable educational experience for our 
teachers. 

Math will continue to be our learning focus for staff. We will 
continue to work with TESC faculty member Sunshine 
Campbell (Merrick’s mom) on best teaching practices. This is 
our fourth year working with her and we are excited and 
grateful to continue our work together.  The District has also 
adopted a new math curriculum, Bridges, which is well aligned 
with the Options philosophy! We are very excited to implement 
this program. Teachers will need extra support in assembling 
materials…..so if you have time to help them with this it will be 
much appreciated. 

The New Teacher Evaluation Project will also receive strong 
focus this year. The Olympia School District has devoted many 
hours to understanding this new system and will continue to 
support Principals and teachers in implementing it. I 
personally am really excited about this new evaluation because 
it looks at BEST teaching practices.  

Lastly, our staff will attend a 2-day retreat, during which we will 
deepen our understanding of and appreciation for the Options 
Philosophy. We have added many new staff members over the 
past few years, and continue to face new Statewide and 
District-wide standards and expectations. It is important that 
we, as an alternative program remain very familiar with and 
unified in the foundational philosophy behind the Options 
program, while meeting current educational standards.  Again, 
I want to thank the Council for investing in and supporting this 
idea by funding our beautiful retreat venue. 

We are excited about learning! Watch your children grow as we 
learn new strategies in academics, in the social emotional 
development of children and in the implementation of the 
evaluation project designed to develop more effective teachers. 

In gratitude, 
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Garden 
Update 

By 

The Garden Committee 

Each summer Lincoln families keep the 
garden growing.  This summer we 
harvested over 100 pounds of organic 
produce for the Thurston County Food 
Bank.  See photo above of Annie (10), Leo 
(8), Charlie (5), and Grace (2) making a 
delivery.  In June each class planted a fall 
crop to be harvested for the Harvest 
Festival on September 26th.   Make sure 
you come with an appetite, right now it 
looks like the menu will include: garlic 
bread, pasta, squash soup, oven roasted 
root vegetables, pumpkin pie, potato 
surprise, cabbage, and corn on the cob.  
Sounds good, right? 
 
When you come by the garden you may 
notice a few of our ongoing projects.  Last 
year’s graduating 5th grade students built 
a bean teepee as a gift to the school, kids 
are going to love this.  We are also trying 
to grow the world’s largest pumpkin.  We 

Thank You Summer Saviors! 
currently have three giant Atlantic 
pumpkins growing, and they are getting 
BIG.  Many people comment on our 
sunflowers.  Most of these beauties are 
self-sown.   In the garden are two cardoon 
plants, which look like artichokes (both in 
the thistle family) until you notice the 
purple flowers.  Please come on by, take a 
break in the sunflower house, eat a 
raspberry or two, enjoy a sour grape; this 
is your garden, too. 
 
The garden is a big project, and the 
garden committee invites all of you to 
participate.  There are lots ways to be 
involved... if you like to garden, we can 
find a niche for you!  The committee 
meets in room 105 at 6:45, on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month.  Each classroom 
has a garden representative to work with 
the teacher and students on garden 
related projects.  
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Assistance 
Programs at 
Lincoln 
Thanks to the Olympia 
School District, the 
Thurston County Food 
Bank, and other charitable 
organizations in our 
community, several 
programs are available to 
families who find 
themselves needing 
assistance during difficult 
times.  Family 
circumstances can change.  
These programs are 
available to you anytime 
throughout the year. 

ForKids provides a weekend supply of snack foods 
delivered every Friday by the Food Bank and distributed 
to children in their backpacks or on coat hooks. Contact 
Wendy T. (596-6400). 
 
The Olympia School District’s Emergency Fund 
Checkbook offers funds to be used for many types of 
assistance, including school supplies, backpacks, 
clothing, gas or transportation vouchers. Please contact 
Marcela (596-6405) to access this support. 
 
The National School Lunch/Breakfast program is funded 
to provide school meals at a free and/or reduced rate to 
families with financial need. Your application to this 
program benefits not only your family but our school too, 
so please stop by the office and pick up a form if you 
don’t already have one. 
 
Holiday Support: Various types of support are available 
during winter and spring holidays as needed. If you are 
interested in this support for your family, contact Wendy 
T. (596-6400). 

 

 

 

 

Class Potlucks and Work Parties 
 

Lincoln’s tradition of class potlucks is a great chance for you to connect with the students 
and parents with whom you are journeying through this academic year.  Your student can 
have fun and relieve the stress of a new classroom (or new school!), and you can share with 
the larger community about how you would like to help this year.  We have lots of ways for 
you to participate.  Please take the time to fill out a Parent Participation Form for each 
parent/guardian to turn in at the potluck.   Classroom work parties are an additional way 
you can connect with our school community and support teachers as they prepare to 
welcome our students!  Please also make sure you and your student(s) get your photo taken 
in the garden.  During the year these photos are posted in the hallway near the office so 
that we can get to know each other better.   
 

August: 
 25 – Michael’s, Marty’s, and Matt’s Class Potlucks 5:30 pm 
 27 – Angela’s, Emily’s, and Maggie’s Class Potlucks 5:30 pm 
 28 – Work Parties: Marty’s (2 pm), Michael’s (2 pm), Emily’s (3:30 pm), Maggie’s (4 pm)  
 28 – Kari’s, Cara’s, and Rich’s Class Potlucks 5:30 pm 
 

September: 
 2 – Caron’s, Maribeth, and Jill’s Class Potlucks 5:30 pm 
 2 – Emily’s Work Party 11 am 
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As an educator of primary students for over 28 years, my goal has 
always been to build a community of readers, writers and 
mathematicians in any educational setting by implementing and 
integrating developmentally appropriate curriculum across content 
areas to ensure a quality education for every student.  In building 
this learning community, students find their own sense of place that 
is fun, productive, filled with comradery and wonder about their 
world.  I find people learn best when they are interested in their 
learning topic, have opportunities to share their excitement over new 
learning with peers, and are given time to think about and practice 
new skills.  When this kind of cooperative learning is the “norm” in a 
classroom, students are eager to participate in new adventures on 
their lifelong learning journey. 

I am a lifelong learner and passionate about learning many things.  
My first passion from grade one has been reading.  I am never 
without a book.  In fact, when my unread queue is down to 10 books, 
I’m in rather a panic and need to add to my queue until I have at 
least 15 books waiting for me.  I love children’s literature as much as 
I love adult literature and really have to control myself in the book 
store!  I love reading to children, with children and having children 
read me their own literature creations. 

When I am not reading I am involved is several passions that came to 
me later in life.  In the summer I kayak as often as possible.  I love 
swimming and swim whenever I find a lake, pool or warm ocean to 
swim in.  I am an avid knitter, so when I’m not reading or kayaking, 
I’m knitting.  Currently I seem to have a lot of young friends starting 
or growing their families so I have been knitting lots of baby blankets 
this summer.  I’m very interested in clay work.  I have been building 
many things by hand, but have recently acquired a small kiln of my 
own and two potter’s wheels.  I’m in the process of learning how to 
work clay on a wheel.  My small vegetable garden takes up a good 
amount of time but provides lots of joy and surprises all season long.  
On Saturdays I volunteer at the Healing Harts Horse Ranch as a 
sidewalker for therapy riders.  I have taken horse riding lessons 
myself and plan to enroll in an intermediate class soon.  Most 
recently, I have been asked by St. Martin’s University to teach 
classes in Primary Reading and Reading Across the Curriculum as an 
adjunct professor.  I’m hoping for more opportunities to foster a love 
of teaching and learning with future teachers this spring. 

My immediate family consists of my husband, Jay, who loves fishing 
and golfing, and my 13 year old Springer Spaniel, Bronco, who loves 
to do everything anyone is doing!!  He’s been known to even enjoy 
kayaking with me.  My two “guys” love the water as much as I do so 
when we vacation all together, it’s usually on or in the water!  I also 
love spending time with my wonderful extended family and my many 
friends. 

I am very eager to start my new learning journey at Lincoln with K-1 
students and their families.   

Meet Jill Terry 
 

By Jill Terry 

Lincoln's Camp Fire club 
welcomes new members for 
the 2014-2015 school 
year!   
 
This club meets every 
Wednesday from 6-7:30pm 
at Lincoln, and is open to 
Lincoln kids and their 
siblings - ages preschool 
through 5th grade.   
 
For more information, 
contact: 
 
Christa Richardson 
360-870-5514 v/txt 
deandchrista@yahoo.com 
 
or  
 
Camp Fire Orca 
253-597-6234 
kbouta@campfireorca.org. 

Lincoln’s 
Camp Fire 
Club 
 

By Christa Richardson 
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Hello Lincoln Families, new and returning! With this beautiful summer we are enjoying it's 
hard to believe that the start of the school year is right around the corner. Teachers and 
staff are already preparing for family potlucks and the start of classes.   
 
The Options Community Council (OCC) is also preparing to support various programs 
unique to Lincoln Options. Spanish Language enrichment, Responsive Classroom Teacher 
Training, Parent and Family education nights, community gatherings, and various other 
programs are all funded, directly or in part, through the OCC.  
 
A big part of the Lincoln Options philosophy is active family involvement in the 
classroom.  In order to allow more family time and energy to go to classroom involvement 
there are only two main fundraising efforts during the school year, the Annual Pledge 
Drive and a spring auction. Included with this issue of the Opus is an Annual Pledge 
Drive contribution form. Families are encouraged to give at whatever level possible with 
the goal of 100% involvement. Further details are included on the Annual Pledge Drive 
form.  
 
Now, before school starts and life gets more hectic, is a great time to consider your 
support of the students and staff at Lincoln Options. If you have questions please feel 
free to contact me at robert.campbelljr@gmail.com. 
 
Cheers,  
Rob Campbell 
Pledge Drive Coordinator 

Meet Matt Weiner 
 

By Matt Weiner 

I am excited to be teaching at Lincoln Options Elementary School thisyear!  I have always 
been interested in education and worked hard atHumboldt State University and the 
University of Washington to pursue my dreams.  Spending time in various aspects of 
teaching and learning have helped me become more well rounded in my approach with 
children.  I've come from a background of teaching in outdoor/environmental settings 
along with private school experiences which closely align with the philosophies of this 
school. Aside from education, my passions are surfing, kayaking, biking, disc golf, and 
pretty much any outdoor activity.  My fiancee and I are enjoying living in Olympia and are 
excited to become more involved in this new town together.  Thanks for sharing your 
children with us and I am looking forward to continuing to grow and learn alongside this 
wonderful learning community. 

Lincoln Options Pledge Drive 
 

By Rob Campbell 
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How grateful we are to be part of this community, witnessing the dedication and effort of 
parent volunteers and participation alongside-- and complementing-- the hard work, care 
and efforts of our beloved Lincoln staff. Parents help out in so many ways, from directly in 
the classroom to behind the scenes. The heart of organizing parent interest in 
volunteering starts with the Parent Participation Forms, which you will find attached to 
this newsletter. 
 
Why are the Parent Participation Forms so helpful? How do we use this resource to 
organize volunteering at Lincoln? 
 
As these forms come in, lists are compiled of parents who are interested in helping with 
committees, workgroups and annual events. All of this information is then passed on to 
the faculty and council president in the form of a spreadsheet. The lists are also used by 
those coordinating annual events to help bring together the core groups that make these 
events successful. Parent Participation Forms live for the school year in the office, filed by 
teacher/class; they are a tremendous resource for all.  
 
Each year many forms are missing key pieces of information-- parent, student, and/or 
teacher names, telephone numbers, email addresses, etc. For parents with more than one 
student, please try to identify your responses by student. Also, please help our tired eyes 
by writing as legibly as possible. I encourage you to fill out the Parent Participation Form 
clearly, fully and as soon as possible to support the overall start of another great school 
year! 

The Heart of Volunteering: Communication 
 

By Bradley Naragon 

SAVE THE DATE 
Harvest Festival 

When: Sept 26, 9am-12pm 
 
What: Entertainment, Food, 
Activities (including sometimes 
mudpies, see picture), Music, 
Produce Sale from our 
garden.... and much more! 
 
You are all invited to attend 
this wonderful Lincoln 
Options tradition. 
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¡Saludos from your Nicaraguan Pen-Pals! 
 

By Heather Starshine 
For many years now, Lincoln has shared a sisterhood with la Escuela Ruben Dario, far away in the 
city of Santo Tomas, Nicaragua. With the support of the long-standing Thurston-Santo Tomas 
Sister County Association, the McLeod family (Zoe Blossom from Caron’s class) had an amazing 
opportunity this summer to travel to Santo Tomas to spend time with the directors, teachers, and 
students of Ruben Dario in person.  ¡Que buena experiencia!  We were met with smiles and 
laughter, spontaneous schoolyard fútbol games, the sharing of local foods, and a chance to visit 
all of the classes at Ruben Dario to watch the teachers and students in action.  Many of the people 
we met spoke of meeting folks from Lincoln, either in Olympia or in Santo Tomas, and mentioned 
how much it had meant to them.  We were also thanked over and over again for the roof that 
Lincoln funding helped to install over an outdoor play area in 2007, and for the assistance that 
Lincoln has given with providing for school supplies over the years.  And here is the best part: the 
hard-working students of Ruben Dario gifted us with over 200 pen-pal letters and drawings to 
bring back to the students of Lincoln!  This fall, Lincoln students will get to return the favor by 
sending letters of their own, in this way sharing a little bit of our community with the students of 
Ruben Dario. This is an incredible opportunity for us to be reminded of the bond we share with a 
little school both similar to and different from our own.  A motivation to learn from differences in 
lifestyle, resources, and culture, as well as a chance to joy in the fact that the curiosity and play of 
children everywhere are more similar than they are different!  We hope that all of us can take this 
opportunity along with our children to learn more about Nicaragua and Santo Tomas, to have 
stimulating discussions within our families about this big, diverse world we live in, and to embrace 
the beauty of good old-fashioned letter-writing as a tool for communication and friendship.  Stay 
tuned for Ruben Dario photos, videos, and more, coming soon to an assembly near you!   

Are you 
interested in 

helping with our 
pen pal project?  
If you are interested in helping 

with the pen-pal project this fall 
(organizing, translating, 
assisting students in the 

classroom with letter-writing) 
please contact Heather at 

heatherstarshine@hotmail.com.   
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Welcome to the Lincoln Options Library 
By Donna Dannenmiller 

SEE YOU SOON!  BE SURE TO COME IN TO SAY HI…AND ENJOY OUR GORGEOUS LIBRARY. 
 

11

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

Who works in the library? 
Donna (a former Options classroom teacher for 20 
years, and now starting her 12th year in the library) 
teaches library classes, works on collection 
development by reading, reviewing, and ordering 
the titles for our 16,000 book inventory, and 
supports staff, parents, and students in their need 
for resources.  She works Monday through 
Thursday on a  80% contract. She is not there on 
Friday.  Since the library is open during recesses, 
Cathy Smith is our amazing paraeducator 
supporting the library at recess and 40 minutes per 
day, in the afternoon.  Donna heavily relies on 
parent/grandparent/ student volunteers to 
manage our large collection, give clerical support 
and sort books for our annual Used Book and Toy 
Sale fundraiser. The library is a happy place to 
spend time…even 10 minutes significantly helps! 
 

How many books can my child check out?   
Kindergarteners check out one book and First 
Graders check out two books.  All other students 
can check out three leisure books, plus three 
research books.  If your family wants a Family Read 
Aloud book to read together... that is a bonus book.   
Just say the magic words… “This is our Family 
Read Aloud.” 
 
Can parents check out books? 
YES!  Come into the library to set up a parent 
account.  It only takes a minute.  If you already 
have an account, please come in and update the 
information, if necessary.  We have a Parent 
Resource Library with some excellent titles.  Donna 
also loves to suggest Family Read Aloud titles.  It is 
a fabulous library for browsing!!! 
 
How long can we keep a book?   
The books are checked out for one week.  Students 
and parents may renew books as long as there is 
no hold on the book. Call (596-6402) to renew a 
book using the barcode number on the front cover.  
You do not need to bring the book in to renew it.   
You do not have to wait until your class’s library 
day to return, renew, or check out a book.  
Students may come to the library any day before 
school, during recesses, lunchtime, or after school 
to do their library business. 

22

 

 
When are the books “overdue”? 
They are overdue one week after check out, 
unless they are renewed.  If you have an overdue 
book, you are never “in trouble”… and you are 
always responsible.  One strategy is to renew your 
books each week instead of letting them become 
overdue. This keeps the books fresh in the 
children’s mind. 
 
What if we lose a book?...or it’s damaged beyond 
repair?   
(Lost/damaged books can add up to our entire 
year’s OSD book budget!)  If you truly believe that 
the book is lost, you have several options:   

• You may purchase another copy of the book 
as a replacement.    

• You may pay for a replacement of the book. 
• You may bring in a new or used book that our 

library can use. 
• You may do community service in the library. 
• Work with Donna for an option that best fits 

your situation.  
 

Strategies to avoid losing, misplacing or 
damaging books. 
  1.  Backpacks are a great place to keep track of 
and transport books, out of the elements. 
  2.  Designate a special shelf or basket at home 
specifically for library books.  (Parents have said 
that this is the single most successful strategy.) 
  3.  Return books on time.  Long overdue books 
become lost books. 
  4.  Keep books away from dogs, water (rain), 
food, and unsupervised younger siblings. 
 

Can the Lincoln Library Catalog Be Accessed 
From Home? 
YES!  There is a link to our library from the 
Lincoln Elementary website. Students typically 
start keyboarding practice in grade 3, where they 
learn to memorize their username and password.  
Once learned, they can access and manage their 
library account from school or home.  You do not 
need a username or password to simply view the 
catalog.  Also realize that the catalog is constantly 
being added to, deleted from and reworked, so 
that you can find materials more easily.  
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A Sense of Place 
By Paul Rocks  

Welcome to the 2014/2015 school year!  For those of you new to Lincoln Options, my name is 
Paul Rocks; I’m the science teacher for all the students.  I also provide music enrichment, and 
help in the garden. 

The theme for this school year is: A Sense of Place.  The focus of this theme is nature; it’s about 
understanding the place where we live. In the past, classes have studied Puget Sound beaches, 
Mt. Rainier, birds, and our very own wetland.   

I would like to use this theme to train our students to become naturalists.  For me this means 
developing an interest and curiosity about our local plants, animals, and geology.  I want students 
to observe and ask questions.  To see how systems in nature are connected.  We are fortunate at 
Lincoln to have so many “natural areas” for students to explore on our campus: the wetland, 
edible garden, and native garden, Mt. Lincoln.  We can learn so much when we start paying 
attention to our environment. 

For the first month of the year, classes visit the garden several times a week for instruction.  The 
purpose of the garden is to provide the community with a learning laboratory.  We use the garden 
to learn about nutrition, how to grow crops, life cycles, plant structures, soil, seasonal change, 
and energy.  We also supply the cafeteria and Thurston County Food Bank with produce. These 
kids are lucky to have such a beautiful place to have a childhood. 

I’m looking forward to meeting you and working with your children.  Throughout the year, I’ll keep 
you all informed of our adventures and experiences.  Please stop by the garden and introduce 
yourself.  



  

It’s our Opus. 
If you have an item for the 
Opus, please forward it to  

Sarah Clifthorne at 
opuseditor@gmail.com.  The 
deadline for submissions is 
the 15th of each month for 

the next month’s issue.  
Questions?  Feedback?  

Suggestions for 
improvements?  Contact us 

via email.  Thanks! 

Why does our school day end early on thirteen Fridays during the school year?  This is a special 
time for our wonderful Lincoln Options teachers to develop curriculum and plan for project-based 
learning.  Remember, we do not participate in the late start Wednesday mornings that are on 
the calendar for the rest of the Olympia School District.  Note this on your calendar. 
 
Our school day ends at 12:32 on Early Release Fridays.  But don’t panic!  For families that need 
a safe and fun place for their kids, our parent volunteers put together a wide variety of 
educational and engaging activities.  Please watch for sign up sheets that come home with your 
student or that can be picked up in the office about a week before an Early Release Friday.  You 
must return a form for each student who wants to sign up for an activity.  Our diverse community 
of parent volunteers ensures that no matter your student’s interest, there is an activity they’ll be 
eager to explore.  Please mark your calendar for this year’s Early Release Fridays!  There are 2 
early release days that are district wide and therefore have a half-day dismissal time of 11:45 am 
and there will be no activities offered on these days.  Y-Care begins at 11:45 on these days. 

Early Release Fridays 

Lincoln Options Opus August + September 2014 

Volunteers Needed for Early Friday 
Release Activities! 
 
What is your talent?  Do you have a cool hobby?  Share your 
inner teacher with our students!  We always need parent 
help on Early Release Fridays.  If you can lead an activity or 
please pitch in as a helper.  Whether it’s double Dutch jump 
rope or chess, we know there are kids who will love spending 
Friday with you. 

We need adult helpers too!  We can match you with an 
activity that needs extra adult help – like a downtown city 
bus ride tour, rock wall climbing, or something else 
awesome!   Come help make the afternoon more fun and 
safer for everyone.  And remember, your kid(s) can attend 
any Early Release activity for free when you are volunteering 
that day! 

September 12 and 26, October 17, 
November 14, December 5 (11:45), January 
16 and 30, February 27, March 13 (11:45), 

April 24, May 8 and 22, June 5 


