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Lincoln Options 

Opus 
A community dedicated to 

learning, kindness, and 
celebration! 

November 2014 

Calendar In This Issue: 
November 
1-2 – Used Book & Toy Sale 
3 – OSD Board Mtg  
4 – OCC Meeting @ 6:30 pm 
6 – Parent Ed (Math Night) 
5 – District Late Start, No AM bus  
11 – NO SCHOOL, Veteran’s Day  
14 – Early Release @ 12:32 pm 
17 – OSD Board Mtg  
18 – Picture Retakes @ 9 am 
18 – OCC Meeting @ 6:30 pm 
18 – Options Design for Learning    
        Committee @ 7:15 pm 
19 – District Late Start, No AM bus 
27-28 – NO SCHOOL 
             Happy Thanksgiving! 

29 – Winter Market (and Bake Sale) 

29 – Pledge Forms Due 

 

December 
3 – District Late Start, no AM bus 
5 – Early Release District-wide 
dismissal 11:45, no lunch, no activities 
9 – OCC Meeting @ 6:30 pm 
15 – OSD Board Mtg 
22-4 – Winter break 

NEW 
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Options Community Council Greetings 
By Jess Revelas, Options Council President 

1

Happy November Lincoln families!  We have 
just finished conference week and it’s a great 
time to reflect on the growth our kids 
experience at Lincoln: in the classroom, in the 
halls and on the playground, in the library, and 
in the garden.  We are so lucky to have such a 
rich learning environment here at our school. 
 
Part of what makes Lincoln special is parent 
involvement.  How many of us remember our 
parents coming to school, talking in the halls, 
or helping in our classrooms?  I know I don’t.  
But Lincoln is different: not only are parents 
and families welcomed as part of the 
community, but their presence is necessary to 
achieve the goals of our school.  Several of the 
Option Program’s goals directly relate to parent 
participation, for example: 
-Children will interact with a variety of supportive 
adults who will provide positive roll models. 
-Children will work with parents and teachers to 
develop their individual goals and programs. 
-Children will see parents and community 
members involved in the day-to-day operations of 
the program. 
 
Perhaps most fundamentally, however, parents’ 
presence in our classrooms is necessary to 
achieve our goal of providing a developmentally 
appropriate, non competitive, inspiring 
curriculum: “The activities of the classroom will 
be related to the interests and abilities of the 
students, and the curriculum goals will be in line 
with their developmental levels.  With this 
approach, students do not fall behind or move 
ahead of themselves, because they are not judged 
against anyone but themselves.  They function 
successfully at the level they are developmentally 
ready for and move on when their personal 
development indicates readiness.” 
 
This kind of education is just not possible with 
one teacher and 26 plus kids.  Although our 
teachers get some help from our wonderful 
para-educators, our kids need us to be there for 
them.   

2

Please check with your teacher to see when 
you are most needed, and try to make a 
commitment to spending a few hours in the 
classroom as often as you can: weekly, bi-
weekly, or monthly.  Individual attention—not 
at every moment, but at least occasionally—for 
each of our children should be our goal. 
 
In other news, thank you to all who attended 
the Community Café!  We had a great turnout 
and we talked together about what we loved 
about Lincoln, what was important in an 
alternative education, and what we would like 
to see more of at Lincoln.  The results are being 
harvested and will be made a part of the 
Options Design for Learning, our 5-year plan.  If 
you have thoughts you’d like to share about 
where you think Lincoln should be heading in 
the next 5 years, please email me at 
jessrevelas@comcast.net.  Remember, it’s your 
energy that can make a change. 
 
One change that parents have taken the lead on 
here is getting a new playground for our 
school!  Over the past few years, a lot of 
parents have noticed that Lincoln has a 
dilapidated playground that does not compare 
well to those at the other elementary schools in 
Olympia.  So what did they do?  They organized 
to make change!  The playground group has 
met twice so far, and is currently doing 
research into what the Olympia School District 
has spent on playgrounds at other schools, as 
well as gathering photographic evidence that 
demonstrates our need for new equipment.  
They are also doing research into different 
kinds of playgrounds and possible avenues for 
funding.  The playground group’s goal is a new 
playground by September 1, 2015!  Please let 
me know if you have ideas for the playground 
or would like to be a part of the group working 
on this. 
 
That’s it for now!  Have a great month filled 
with the warmth and light of friends and family.  
Love, Jess 
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Yardsticks by Chip Wood 
Clear and concise description of the universal characteristics of children at different ages.  
This practical resource on child development is unique as it include ages 13 and 14 along 
with the younger years.  “Where sixes are fond of the pencil sharpeners, sevens adore the 
eraser…” 

The Gesell Institute’s Guides to Your-(Age)-Year-Old Child by Ames and Ilg   
Another developmental check on ages and stages.  Each book is a different age starting at 
age one  through age nine, with 10-14 in one book. 

How to Talk So Kids Will Listen and Listen So Kids Will Talk by Faber and Mazlish   
Based on the work of the late child psychologist Dr. Haim Ginott, this standard deals with 
feelings, cooperation, punishment, autonomy, praise, etc. 

Parents Who Love Reading, Kids Who Don’t by Leonhardt  
Down-to-earth advice on how to awaken or reawaken a child to the joy of reading. 

Raising Lifelong Learners by Calkins   
Lifelong learners are created at home! 

The Read-Aloud Handbook by Trelease   
I get this book into the hands of as many parents as I can.  It is my husband’s and my tried 
and true baby shower gift. 

Raising Resilient Children: Fostering Strength, Hope, And Optimism In Your Child by Rober 
B. Brookes 
Discusses the importance of fostering the qualities of resilience in children, and offers 
specific ideas and strategies designed to help parents raise strong, hopeful, optimistic 
children. 

How Much Is Enough? by Ilsley and Bredehoft   
Everything you need to know to steer clear of overindulgence and raise likeable, responsible 
and respectful children...from toddlers to teens. 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting by Elias, Tobias, and Friedlander    
How to raise a self disciplined, responsible, socially skilled child. 

This is only a sampling of our collection.  Sign up for a library account...then check it out!!! 

From the Library 

by Donna Dannenmiller (Teacher/Librarian) 

Do you know about our 
Parent Resource Books 
housed in the Resource 
Room next to the 
library?  Here are some 
titles you’ll want to 
devour by the hour! 
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There are pledge 
forms in the office, all 
around the school, 
and will be at a table 
at the Winter Market 
on Sat. Nov. 29. 
 
Can your family 
pledge any amount, 
even just $1? 
 
You can make a one-
time donation or 
pledge a recurring 
amount. 
 
Our goal is 100% of 
families pledging!   
 
Please return a pledge 
form today – they’re 
due November 29th! 
 

Pledge Drive Update 
 
By Rob Campbell 

We need you!   
 

To date the Pledge Drive has raised almost 
$5,000! This is close to our target but we are not 
quite there yet…  
 
Thanks to the 35 families that have contributed 
so generously, your support is greatly 
appreciated.  But this is less than 20% of current 
Lincoln families. 
 
By pledging at any level, even just $1, families 
demonstrate their support for the programs and 
philosophy of Lincoln Options.  
 
Our goal is 100% participation. Show your 
support for Lincoln Options, pledge today!   

Less than 20% of families have turned in a pledge 
form.  Please return a form for your family today!  

Lincoln  

Pledge Drive 

Lincoln  Pledge Drive 
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Systems 
Thinking at 

Lincoln 
Options 
School 

By 

Paul Rocks 

1

Systems thinking is a major 
component of our science program at 
Lincoln.   We want students to be able 
to see how habitats, species, human 
organizations, the garden, machines, 
the earth, the universe, really just 
about everything, is a complicated 
system.  To understand nature, we 
must understand how components of 
systems operate and relate to each 
other. 
 
Our primary students learn that 
systems are made up of parts: an 
insect has six legs and three body 
parts, a pumpkin plant has flowers, 
fruit, leaves, roots and stems.  These 
parts are important, but they cannot 
do the job of the whole system. As our 
students deepen their thinking we talk 
about these parts as subsystems.  It’s 
exciting when they discover that each 
subsystem is really its own system 

Everything is a complicated system. 

2

with subsystems and on and on.  The 
intermediate students also explore the 
idea of inputs and outputs, which is 
another way of thinking about cause 
and effect, action and reaction, and 
making predictions.  This way of 
thinking is interdisciplinary.   
 
One of the components of the Options’ 
philosophy is that thought and 
expression develop as a result of 
experience.  Learning and experiencing 
systems encourages thought and 
expression. 
 
Photo above: Leo and Leila were given 
the task of designing a system of their 
choosing.  They invented the homework 
helper, a machine devised of subsystems 
that does your homework for you.  You 
might want to go in on this one before 
they go public. 
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Harvest Festival 

Additional photos are up on the 
Opus Bulletin Board on the west 

end of the main floor hallway. 
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Dear Parents, 

My name is Luis Allende and I’m your child’s Spanish teacher. Born and raised in 
Santiago de Chile, I obtained a teaching degree in Elementary Education at the 
Metropolitan University of Education. 

I have been teaching Spanish as a foreign language in the Olympia School District for 14 
years. This is my 4th year at Lincoln Elementary. 

I use my own eclectic method to teach Spanish. One of the most powerful resources I use 
to teach my mother tongue is the TPR Method (TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE).  This 
method is a natural approach to the target language where the students learn by doing, 
pointing, repeating, singing, playing, acting, reading, etc. 

I’m happy to see this program “alive” for so many years. I think you are providing a great 
service to your child’s future.  The United States became the second largest Spanish 
speaking country on the planet in 2012. Projections from the last census suggest the 
whole country will be bilingual (English-Spanish) around 2028…. 

You are invited to come and join our class to experience the way your child is learning 
Spanish! 

Sincerely, 

Luis Allende, Laae_7@hotmail.com 

Meet Luis Allende 

Seen Around Our School…  Can you and your Lincoln student identify 
these places?  Try a scavenger hunt! 

1 

3 

2 
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Please consider volunteering one Friday afternoon this school 
year.  Come play kickball or capture the flag, lead an art or 
craft project, cook something, play board games or 
chaperone a field trip.  Parent volunteers make the biggest 
impact on the sustainability of the Early Release Program.  If 
you have the energy to lead an activity, but need ideas—we 
can help!  We also need activity assistants.  When more adult 
volunteers are involved we can open activities up to more 
children.   

Sept. 12th was our first Early Release Friday of the year.  I 
want to extend a huge thank-you to the parents who responded 
to our “call for help.”  Several people have expressed interest 
and availability for assisting with future early release dates and 
we had two parents who were able to assist with activities on 
Friday afternoon.   

Volunteering for Early Release directly supports your child’s 
learning! Early Release was initiated so that teachers would 
have more group-planning time for curriculum and school-wide 
events, and the opportunity to share resources and ideas 
related to instructional issues and needs.  It exists because of 
the collaborative efforts of teachers and parents.   

If you feel that you could participate in an Early Release 
Friday this year, contact a member of the early release team.  
If you have already expressed interest either to us or in your 
child’s class meeting, but have not gotten an email response, 
please send one of us a quick email because we may not have 
contact information for you. 

Thank you for supporting our children and our school! 

Annie Maclay  anniemaclay@gmail.com 

Anne Laderman  yogianne@yahoo.com 

Katherine Mahoney katherine_mahoney@yahoo.com 

Scott Clifthorne  scott.bailey.clifthorne@gmail.com  

Early Release Program 
Needs Your Help One 
Friday this Year! 
 

By Annie Maclay 

November 14 

December 5 – 
District-wide (11:45 
dismissal, no lunch 
or activities offered) 

January 16 

January 30 

February 27 

March 13 – District-
wide (11:45 

dismissal, no lunch 
or activities offered) 

April 24 

May 8 

May 22 

June 5 

Early Release 
Save The Dates 
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Lincoln Winter Market – Sat. Nov. 29th! 
The 4th annual Lincoln Winter Market will be on Saturday November 29th, 11am to 
5pm at Lincoln Elementary. There will be a variety of quality handmade goods made 
by the Lincoln community and beyond. Kids and adults are encouraged to apply.  
This is a public event, open to everyone and free to attend. This year’s market will be 
organized by Lincoln parents not Make Olympia.  We hope to see you there!  
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
 

1. Be a vendor 
Make something to sell like candles, felted animals, pouches or paintings. Applications are 
available at http://jotform.us/form/42876705013151.  Kid-only applications available in 
the hallway at Lincoln Elementary. 
 
2. Go local 
This is the definition of buying local!  Support your school and local crafters while rubbing 
elbows with your community. There will be a huge variety of handmade goodness available. 
 
3. Volunteer 
Help set up tables, decorate, teach a craft or make a sweet for bake sale that benefits the 
OCC. If you are able to volunteer, please contact Tina Olson or Sunshine Campbell (Lincoln 
parents) or email us at lincolnwintermarket@gmail.com 
 
4. Publicize 
Invite your friends and neighbors, share on Facebook (search 2014 Lincoln Winter Market), 
hang posters all around town, and spread the word. Fliers will be available in the hallway 
near the office. 
 
5. Perform 
Be part of the entertainment; share your special talent whether it be singing, playing an 
instrument, reading poetry or juggling. All ages and skill levels encouraged. Stay tuned for 
how to sign up!  Please contact Paulette Frisina at frisinafamily@gmail.com or 
360.880.1106. 
 
6. Share your ideas 
If you have an idea of how to make this event better send us an email at 
lincolnwintermarket@gmail.com 
 
6. Bake for Camp Cispus! 
This year the bake sale will be raising funds for the end-of-year trip to Camp Cispus for our 
fifth-grade students. We would love your help with: 

! baked goods (especially g-f and savory items) 
! help at the table on the day of the sale, especially fifth graders! 

If you can help and/or donate, contact Jenni Crain (360-705-0945, jleighcrain@gmail.com).  



 

 

  

 
  

It’s our Opus. 
If you have an item for the 
Opus, please forward it to  

Sarah Clifthorne at 
opuseditor@gmail.com.  The 
deadline for submissions is 
the 15th of each month for 

the next month’s issue.  
Questions?  Feedback?  

Suggestions for 
improvements?  Contact us 

via email.  Thanks! 
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11th Annual Lincoln Library Fundraiser 
Used Book + Toy Sale 

 

First Weekend in November, 11/1 & 2 
This sale provides 
almost all of the 
funding for new 
books in our school 
library.   

Join us before and 
during the sale for 
all the fun! 

Donate baked goods to sell at the 
Winter Market to raise funds for Camp 
Cispus.  See page 9 for details. 


