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June 

1 – OSD Mtg @ 6:30 pm 

3 – District Late Start (NO AM BUS) 

5 – Early Release (12:32 dismissal) 
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15 – OSD Mtg @ 6:30 pm 
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I would like to acknowledge Council members who have served 

and contributed for the last 2 years and will be handing off their 

positions to someone new…perhaps one of you:

 

Vice- President: Pat Maley has served as vice

three years. Always connected, involved, and available. Pat helped us 

run meetings efficiently and productively, applying the consensus 

model when making decisions. Thank you for your leadership. And, 

we welcome Jenni Crane and Angie Kelly

presidents! Thank you Jenni and Angie for your courage and 

enthusiasm in taking this position. 

 

Co-Treasure: Miriam Sterlin and Sharonne O’Shaea eager

into this position without much experience and a lot of optimism and 

willingness to learn. They have deposited and reimbursed 

funds…given budget reports to Council and to teachers, filed taxes 

with the IRS and most importantly have done all of t

and calm way. Sharonne has stepped out to begin work on aquiring a 

new playground for Lincoln.  R.J. Widrow

position. Thank you R.J. for your fearlessness and interest in taking 

this position. 

 

Secretary: Alice Cunningham has served as secretary for the past 2 

years taking copious notes and making sure all decisions and 

discussions were recorded. Alice made sure we received the minutes 

ahead of time so that they could be reviewed at the following meeting 

and submitted OCC Talking Points for class newsletters. And most 

importantly, Alice was unruffled and brought harmony to the meetings.  

This position is still open .….interested? Talk to me.

 

Social Appreciation Chair: Michelle Landa….. She brought so much 
joy to the community by coordinating the Lincoln Winter Dance for 

the past 4 years. She organized the music, the decorations, made and 

distributed fliers and provided us with a theme. Michelle also 

organized the staff appreciation luncheon. This also brought joy

staff, offering us a relaxing lunch break with delicious food provided 

by you all. This position is still open and the fun part is that you get to 

meet every parent in the fall.….interested? Talk to me.

 

Fundraising Chair: This is such a big job th

Cate Pellicier is the fundraising chair. She has agreed to 

continue this work, and would like to have a co

Hilary Seidel has stepped into this posit

Campbell will continue to lead the pledge drive

We say 

goodbye to 

some council 

members, 

welcome 

others 

and 

you to 

participate.
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Thank you both fo

work. And 

many hours, recruiting helpers, arranging the procurements, making 

numerous phone calls, delegating jobs to other helpers, leading weekly 

me

up the event……..And she did all of this with so much grace,  

thoughtfulness, and creativity. It was her idea to hold the live auction at 

a separate venue. This turned out to be such a fun

event!!! Thank you Jeanine for all your service and for helping to build 

a Council budget that is able to support our teachers, our Spanish 

program, this day at camp, the garden, and the library……to mention a 

few. And the good news is that 

Thank you so much!!!

 

Camp Elderberry

experience and it takes a whole team to coordinate. Fortunately, our 

current Elderberry Coordinator 

her a BIG round of applause!  Jill Lieseke also coordinated all the 

transportation this year. This is how you get here! We need someone to 

take on transportation for next year. If you are interested, talk to me.  

Annie Maclay

organization……she not only organized all the activities leaders, 

organized the placement of activities, and made sure that you had at 

least one of your  first choices of activity. She really cares about you 

being happ

grace and love. We are so grateful for your time and energy. Annie is 

graduating and 

 

Early Release Chair

This is also another job that takes 

Maclay for countless numbers of hours spent in making sure we had 

activities set up so that teachers can collaborate and plan together. She 

also attended Council meetings twice a month. . And Katherine 

Maloney who coordinated

for your time,  organization,  patience and creativity,  and leadership 

with warmth and humor. They are both leaving this position. This job is 

best been done by 2 people.  And both positions are still open. Ta

me if you are interested. 

 

In summary, the positions that still need to be filled are: Secretary, 

Social Appreciation, Early Release Coordinators, and 

Transportation guru for Camp Elederbery.

 

 

In addition to these 2 year positions, there are one ye

Class Representatives and Garden Representatives.

Open  

Options Council 

Positions for 2015-

2016 School Year 

 
Secretary 

 

Social Appreciation 

 

Early Release 

Coordinators 

 

Transportation Guru 

for Camp Elderbery 

 

Contact Marcela Abadi 

or Jess Revelas if 

you’re interested! 
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Thank you both for so enthusiastically taking on this critical and BIG 

work. And Jeanne Kempes…Auction Extraordinare…….She put in so 

many hours, recruiting helpers, arranging the procurements, making 

numerous phone calls, delegating jobs to other helpers, leading weekly 

meetings 2 months or so before the auction, MCing the auction, setting 

up the event……..And she did all of this with so much grace,  

thoughtfulness, and creativity. It was her idea to hold the live auction at 

a separate venue. This turned out to be such a fun

event!!! Thank you Jeanine for all your service and for helping to build 

a Council budget that is able to support our teachers, our Spanish 

program, this day at camp, the garden, and the library……to mention a 

few. And the good news is that Elizabeth McMannus

Thank you so much!!! 

Camp Elderberry: What can we say……this is an amazing day and 

experience and it takes a whole team to coordinate. Fortunately, our 

current Elderberry Coordinator Jill Lieseke will continue. Let’s give 

her a BIG round of applause!  Jill Lieseke also coordinated all the 

transportation this year. This is how you get here! We need someone to 

take on transportation for next year. If you are interested, talk to me.  

Annie Maclay activity coordinator….She is the queen of 

organization……she not only organized all the activities leaders, 

organized the placement of activities, and made sure that you had at 

least one of your  first choices of activity. She really cares about you 

being happy!!! I never saw Annie flustered…she did all of this with 

grace and love. We are so grateful for your time and energy. Annie is 

graduating and Sarah Meyers will take on this job. Thank you Sarah! 

Early Release Chair:  

This is also another job that takes many people……..Thank you Annie 

Maclay for countless numbers of hours spent in making sure we had 

activities set up so that teachers can collaborate and plan together. She 

also attended Council meetings twice a month. . And Katherine 

Maloney who coordinated activity leaders and helpers. Thank you both 

for your time,  organization,  patience and creativity,  and leadership 

with warmth and humor. They are both leaving this position. This job is 

best been done by 2 people.  And both positions are still open. Ta

me if you are interested.  

In summary, the positions that still need to be filled are: Secretary, 

Social Appreciation, Early Release Coordinators, and 

Transportation guru for Camp Elederbery. 
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2014-2015 Classroom Representatives

teachers and attending Council meetings twice a month. Your commitment to alternative educa

appreciated: 

 Cara: Arwen Bouton  

 Kari: Sayre Hodgson 

 Emily/Joanna: Kat Gray 

 Beth: Jessica Rakow 

 Caron: Christopher Lanese 

 Marty: Brad Halstead 

 Rich: Maddy Thompson  

 Maggie: Stephanie Benna 

 Matt: Cassandra Garcia  

 Angela: R.J. Widrow and Michael MacSems

 Michael: Jenni Crane 

Maribeth: Nicholas Herring  

 

Garden representatives, Duck and Chicken care takers

dedication to growing fruits and vegetables for not only us but also for the f

children can visit and work in the garden more often. Notice the number of volunteers that it takes to make 

this happen! Much gratitude to: Angie Fritz, Paulette Frisina, Nicole Garden, Jodi Dubois, Katie and Brian 

Stohl, Brent Evans, Clint Robbins, David Coppley, Ellen Turner, J.T. Scott, John Goebel, Kelly Smith, 

Kelsey Harrison, Liam Kaplan, Lisa Wolf, Suzanne Wenner, Tracey Trople, Melissa Petit, Kat Gray, and 

Wendy Daray. 

 

I am hoping that I did not leave anyone out, but i

 

Thank you all so much for all you do for the Options Program. Let’s give them all a BIG round of applause.

 

continued from page 3 

Classroom Representatives: Thank you for representing the classroom, the students and the 

teachers and attending Council meetings twice a month. Your commitment to alternative educa

Widrow and Michael MacSems 

Garden representatives, Duck and Chicken care takers: Thank you so much for your time, passion, and 

dedication to growing fruits and vegetables for not only us but also for the food bank. And because of you, 

children can visit and work in the garden more often. Notice the number of volunteers that it takes to make 

this happen! Much gratitude to: Angie Fritz, Paulette Frisina, Nicole Garden, Jodi Dubois, Katie and Brian 

t Evans, Clint Robbins, David Coppley, Ellen Turner, J.T. Scott, John Goebel, Kelly Smith, 

Kelsey Harrison, Liam Kaplan, Lisa Wolf, Suzanne Wenner, Tracey Trople, Melissa Petit, Kat Gray, and 

I am hoping that I did not leave anyone out, but if I did, please know that your efforts are appreciated!

Thank you all so much for all you do for the Options Program. Let’s give them all a BIG round of applause.
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Farewell families and friends . . . 

 

My long, wonderful, rich journey as an educator is shifting as I move forward to new

have requested a leave of absence and am stepping out of this role to a new, unknown path. It is 

time! 

 

I have taught for almost thirty years in various capacities such as pre

workshop facilitator for Heritage Institute, and finally a classroom teacher here at Lincoln. I have 

grown professionally and personally on multiple levels, which is a credit to the Lincoln staff and 

philosophy.  

I am grateful. 

 

My sweet, eager, active 2nd/3rd graders over the years hav

up for this important work.  They are curious, challenging, bright and clever. This school year I’ve 

had one of the most rewarding experiences in the classroom due to the intentional thinking and 

learning we’ve created in our classroom community. I leave feeling blessed and thankful. These are 

the activists and thinkers that our world needs. Let’s continue to nurture stewards of the earth, 

keepers of compassion and creative, magical souls who think outside the box.

 

I look forward to seeing many of you in all the other wonderful communities we are fortunate to 

have in the Olympia area.  And remember . . . Intentional grace, magic and love will continue to be 

woven here at Lincoln and in the universe. 

And … it is up to us! 

 

My best wishes and love to all of you.

 

Farewell Families 

and Friends

My long, wonderful, rich journey as an educator is shifting as I move forward to new

have requested a leave of absence and am stepping out of this role to a new, unknown path. It is 

I have taught for almost thirty years in various capacities such as pre-school teacher, art specialist, a 

ge Institute, and finally a classroom teacher here at Lincoln. I have 

grown professionally and personally on multiple levels, which is a credit to the Lincoln staff and 

My sweet, eager, active 2nd/3rd graders over the years have been the force that keeps me showing 

up for this important work.  They are curious, challenging, bright and clever. This school year I’ve 

had one of the most rewarding experiences in the classroom due to the intentional thinking and 

d in our classroom community. I leave feeling blessed and thankful. These are 

the activists and thinkers that our world needs. Let’s continue to nurture stewards of the earth, 

keepers of compassion and creative, magical souls who think outside the box. 

look forward to seeing many of you in all the other wonderful communities we are fortunate to 

have in the Olympia area.  And remember . . . Intentional grace, magic and love will continue to be 

woven here at Lincoln and in the universe.  

My best wishes and love to all of you. 

Farewell Families  

and Friends 

By Maggie Post 
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How lucky I am to have experienced a community of learning that makes saying goodbye hard. 

 

This year at Lincoln is the closing of my 10th year of teaching at this school and as I look back and 

reflect on my time here I am grateful for the many opportunities I’ve had to learn and grow as a 

human.  

 

My experience at Lincoln has been a journey with

significantly, seeing the growth of the children over time 

the program, to those that have graduated from high school and are out in the world as young 

adults…the passage of time is marked by the unforgivable habit kids have of growing up! 

 

I am grateful for my inspiring and dedicated colleagues who have collaborated with me, supported 

me, taught me and appreciated me. 

 

And to all of you - the Families of Lincoln 

to quality education and to your supportive partnership in the journey of learning. 

 

So, you may ask, what is Angela doing next year? I have accepted a 

Montessori program as the new 4th

educator, to be a part of a new and growing program and for inspiring change.

 

I know I will remain connected to Lincoln both professionally and

know how much gratitude I hold in my heart for all of you who have touched my life with your 

kindness and caring and beautiful children!

Farewell 

Lincoln 

School

By Angela

How lucky I am to have experienced a community of learning that makes saying goodbye hard. 

This year at Lincoln is the closing of my 10th year of teaching at this school and as I look back and 

reflect on my time here I am grateful for the many opportunities I’ve had to learn and grow as a 

My experience at Lincoln has been a journey with many landmarks along the way. Most 

significantly, seeing the growth of the children over time – from the young kindergartners entering 

the program, to those that have graduated from high school and are out in the world as young 

is marked by the unforgivable habit kids have of growing up! 

I am grateful for my inspiring and dedicated colleagues who have collaborated with me, supported 

me, taught me and appreciated me.  

the Families of Lincoln - kudos to you for your daily dedication to your children, 

to quality education and to your supportive partnership in the journey of learning. 

So, you may ask, what is Angela doing next year? I have accepted a position with the ORLA 

Montessori program as the new 4th-6th grade teacher. I am excited to become a Montessori 

educator, to be a part of a new and growing program and for inspiring change. 

I know I will remain connected to Lincoln both professionally and personally and I want you all to 

know how much gratitude I hold in my heart for all of you who have touched my life with your 

kindness and caring and beautiful children! 

June 2015 
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By Angela Leonard 

How lucky I am to have experienced a community of learning that makes saying goodbye hard.  

This year at Lincoln is the closing of my 10th year of teaching at this school and as I look back and 

reflect on my time here I am grateful for the many opportunities I’ve had to learn and grow as a 

many landmarks along the way. Most 

from the young kindergartners entering 

the program, to those that have graduated from high school and are out in the world as young 

is marked by the unforgivable habit kids have of growing up!  

I am grateful for my inspiring and dedicated colleagues who have collaborated with me, supported 

kudos to you for your daily dedication to your children, 

to quality education and to your supportive partnership in the journey of learning.  

position with the ORLA 

6th grade teacher. I am excited to become a Montessori 

 

personally and I want you all to 

know how much gratitude I hold in my heart for all of you who have touched my life with your 
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The mural of Buddies in Children's Literature and the soon

installed buddy bench are 

from the Lincoln community for a wonderful book & buddy

retirement! A Buddy Bench reduces lonelines

friendshi

information.

Thanks 

Donna  
 

By the Playground Committee 

The mural of Buddies in Children's Literature and the soon

installed buddy bench are dedicated to Donna

from the Lincoln community for a wonderful book & buddy

retirement! A Buddy Bench reduces lonelines

friendship on the playground. Visit buddybench.org

information. 

Gracias to Curt, Brady, Ross, and Kean and to Jackie 

from the S. Capitol community for their great 

work painting the bus loop. Xie Xie

Libby for obtaining supplies (thanks

Supply, Home Depot and Lowe's for providing). 

to Chris, Mike, and Mike for power washing. 

Sarah, Emerson, Eliot and Teddy, Libby, Chris, Austin, 

Soren, Mike, JuneLin, Zellaby, Stephanie and Kai

adding color to our world. Check out their fabulous work 

on the playshed, gazebo, and tire garden.

Brian Sparhawk, Zielger Welding, Murphy Richardson 

and Christa Richardson for the buddy bench!

June 2015 
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The mural of Buddies in Children's Literature and the soon-to-be-

dedicated to Donna with best wishes 

from the Lincoln community for a wonderful book & buddy-filled 

retirement! A Buddy Bench reduces loneliness and fosters 

buddybench.org for more 

Curt, Brady, Ross, and Kean and to Jackie 

from the S. Capitol community for their great 

Xie Xie to Jess, Matt, and 

thanks to Olympia 

Supply, Home Depot and Lowe's for providing). Asante 

to Chris, Mike, and Mike for power washing. Merci to 

Sarah, Emerson, Eliot and Teddy, Libby, Chris, Austin, 

by, Stephanie and Kai for 

adding color to our world. Check out their fabulous work 

on the playshed, gazebo, and tire garden. Shukran to 

Brian Sparhawk, Zielger Welding, Murphy Richardson 

for the buddy bench! 
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Summer Saviors 
 

By Paul Rocks 

 Dear Lincoln Families, 

 

I am writing to ask you to consider helping in the garden this summer.  We call these families Summer 

Saviors.  You can come and help one day a week or pick a week out of the summer, there’s lots flexibility!

 

I find myself working more in the Linco

with the land.  The Lincoln garden is really a small farm, with endless projects.  Whenever I walk out of the 

gate, I feel a sense of accomplishment, and a need to return.  

 

Sometimes adults feel intimidated by the garden, they are not sure what is a crop and what is a weed, and 

some people are worried about ruining a project.  I want 

more time you spend there, the deeper connected you will become.  

 

I want everyone to experience this special place.  It is beautiful, it is peaceful, and it is a quiet refuge.

 

The summer savior sign-up sheet is located across from the office on the garden board.  If yo

questions please contact Paulette Frisina at frisinafamily@gmail.com or (360) 880

 

Truly, 

 

Paul Rocks 

 

I am writing to ask you to consider helping in the garden this summer.  We call these families Summer 

Saviors.  You can come and help one day a week or pick a week out of the summer, there’s lots flexibility!

I find myself working more in the Lincoln garden than in my own yard; I think it has to do with connection 

with the land.  The Lincoln garden is really a small farm, with endless projects.  Whenever I walk out of the 

gate, I feel a sense of accomplishment, and a need to return.   

lts feel intimidated by the garden, they are not sure what is a crop and what is a weed, and 

some people are worried about ruining a project.  I want to ease those concerns, this is OUR garden, and the 

end there, the deeper connected you will become.   

I want everyone to experience this special place.  It is beautiful, it is peaceful, and it is a quiet refuge.

up sheet is located across from the office on the garden board.  If yo

questions please contact Paulette Frisina at frisinafamily@gmail.com or (360) 880-1106.

June 2015 

I am writing to ask you to consider helping in the garden this summer.  We call these families Summer 

Saviors.  You can come and help one day a week or pick a week out of the summer, there’s lots flexibility! 

ln garden than in my own yard; I think it has to do with connection 

with the land.  The Lincoln garden is really a small farm, with endless projects.  Whenever I walk out of the 

lts feel intimidated by the garden, they are not sure what is a crop and what is a weed, and 

ease those concerns, this is OUR garden, and the 

I want everyone to experience this special place.  It is beautiful, it is peaceful, and it is a quiet refuge. 

up sheet is located across from the office on the garden board.  If you have 

1106. 
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Camp Elderberry 2015!
 

All photos by 

community’s 

Camp Elderberry 2015!

All photos by Aaron Barna. Thank you Aaron for capturing our 

community’s sprit and memories of a good day! 

June 2015 
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. Thank you Aaron for capturing our 
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It’s our Opus. 
If you have an item for the Opus, 

please forward it to  Sarah 

Clifthorne at 

opuseditor@gmail.com.  The 

deadline for submissions is the 

15
th

 of each month for the next 

month’s issue.  Questions?  

Feedback?  Suggestions for 

improvements?  Contact us via 

email.  Thanks! 

Lincoln Options Opus 

Wish List for Our Playground

 
� Donated landscaping supplies (clean soil, wood chips, 

boulders, native plants, 4x4s, concrete, use of smaller 

earthmoving equipment...)

 

� Writers (grant applications, solicitation letters to local 

sponsors, and more!)

 

� Person Power to put it all together.

 

Contact:  

Caitlin Winters (caitlinbwinters@me.com) 

Libby Mullins (libbymullins@hotmail.com)

Sharonne O’Shea (sharonneoshea@yahoo.com)
 

 

 

See you next year!

First day of school is

Wednesday, September 9

 

Watch in mid-August for our 

summer OPUS with class lists 

and potluck dates!

for Our Playground 

Donated landscaping supplies (clean soil, wood chips, 

boulders, native plants, 4x4s, concrete, use of smaller 

earthmoving equipment...) 

Writers (grant applications, solicitation letters to local 

sponsors, and more!) 

Person Power to put it all together. 

Caitlin Winters (caitlinbwinters@me.com)  

Libby Mullins (libbymullins@hotmail.com) 

Sharonne O’Shea (sharonneoshea@yahoo.com) 
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