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Lincoln Options 

Opus 
A community dedicated to 

learning, kindness, and 
celebration! 

2016 March 

Calendar Welcome spring! 
March 
1 –  Enrollment Info Night 

8-11 – Observation Week 
8 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
11 – Early Release 12:32 dismissal 
11 – Spring Fling Live Auction 
18 – Lottery Registration Deadline 
20 – Lottery held 

22 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
24 – Theme Night 
29-1 – Conference Week 11:45 am 
dismissal 

 

April 
1 – Conference Week 11:45 am 
dismissal 
4-8 – Spring Break 
12 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
22 – Early Release 
26 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 
27-29 – Fifth Grade Cispus 
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Spring Fling! 
 

 

Live Auction 
And a fun party for grownups! 

Childcare at Lincoln 
 

 
THIS COMING FRIDAY 
 March 11 
6:30-9:30 pm 
Meeting Hall at St. John’s Church 
(just around the corner from Lincoln on Capitol Way) 

 
 
 
 
Reserve your tickets now 
Suggested ticket price of $20 
Buy your tickets by March 9 and be automatically entered to win fun door prizes! 
Sign up for tickets in the office or online at lincolnoptions.org/auction 
Check out auction items online or get a catalog in the office 
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graders who have not been formally opted out by their 
families.  
 
As a community, we continue to have many questions—and 
diverse opinions—about the value of standardized testing 
and its place in our alternative program. 
 
Many of the members of our community feel that the 
nationwide proliferation of high-stakes standardized testing 
has changed education for the worse—putting undue 
pressure on students, teachers, and schools to perform well 
on assessments that give limited information and are often 
simply reflections of a school’s socioeconomic makeup.  They 
also feel that standardized testing is at odds with the values of 
this school—an important part of Lincoln’s philosophy is that 
we minimize testing and that, whenever possible, we allow 
children to master skills when it is developmentally 
appropriate for them, rather than forcing children to meet 
external standards at specific time.  Some people also worry 
that standardized testing causes undue stress on kids, and 
encourages unhealthy comparisons between children:  there 
is no standardized test that can assess empathy, 
or passion for art, or love of reading, so a 
child that excels at one of these things—and 
not a tested skill like math or reading—can 
end up feeling or being undervalued, both 

Hello lovely 
Lincoln families! 
 
By Jess Revelas 
Lincoln Options Council President 
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There are two important things I want to talk 
to you about. 
 
The Spring Fling!  
 
It’s springtime in Olympia and I’m looking 
forward to a fun month—starting with our 
fabulous LIVE AUCTION (The Spring 
Fling) NEXT Friday, March 11 (early 
release day).  This year the Spring Fling will 
be held at St. John’s Episcopal Church—the 
big church on Capitol Way just down the 
street from the school (the one with the 
knitting on the trees).  This venue can 
accommodate more Lincoln Flingers than 
the Women’s Club’s could—so EVERYONE 
should come.  Well, every adult—childcare 
will be at Lincoln (for only $5 a kid), so leave 
those kiddos in the care of some responsible 
person other than you and come down to 
PARTY!  It’s super fun to get some adult 
time with other Lincoln parents and our 
fabulous teachers and staff (many of whom 
have promised me they’re coming), all 
while bidding on fun experiences and 
awesome stuff, eating delicious food, having 
a glass or three of wine if you want, and 
supporting our community!  I hope to see 
you there with bells on!  (There are more 
details on the Spring Fling here in the 
OPUS…keep reading!) 
 
 
 
 
Testing Choices and Opting Out 
 
Spring also brings testing season.  The 5th 
graders will be taking the MAP (Measure of 
Academic Progress) this and next week, and 
in April the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
(SBA) will be given to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

(Continued from page 3) 
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by themselves and others. 
 
On the other hand, some in our community 
see value in standardized testing.  One line of 
thought is that because our children will 
inevitably be tested in their lives, it is 
important to expose them to testing and help 
them become both comfortable with it and 
skilled at it; we don’t want to protect our kids 
from a difficult task, rather, we want them to 
be able to work at it, accept whatever result 
they might receive, and move on.  Another 
pro is that testing provides data, without 
which large public school systems have a 
difficult time evaluating and comparing 
schools and curriculums; large numbers of 
students opting out skews this data and can 
lead to faulty conclusions.  Third, some 
believe that No Child Left Behind, and testing, 
supports equity by making sure that every 
school is evaluated by objective criteria, 
which forces school districts and states to 
recognize when a particular school or group 
of students is underperforming, which 
(should) lead to positive interventions.  (This 
last point is vigorously debated and many 
educators feel exactly the opposite.) 
 
I think we actually have an interesting case 
study of how testing can impact a school, both 
positively and negatively, here at Lincoln.  A 
few years ago, Lincoln students scored very 
poorly on the math portion of the MSP (the 
predecessor to the SBA).  The school district 
took notice, and Lincoln was urged (forced?) 
to do math the same way as the rest of the 
district.  The ensuing changes in the way we 
did math meant that our students started 
spending a dedicated period for math (rather 
than working it into their days), and started 
having to “migrate” for math—
spending a portion of their 
day away from their usual 
class with a group of kids 
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who are all in their grade.  The positives?  
Lincoln kids now do great in math on 
standardized tests.  They also, arguably, 
have a much deeper and better 
understanding of math concepts—they are 
simply doing more math.   The negatives?  
Kids are being taught at a predetermined 
pace that does not take into account their 
readiness, or their previous mastery, of the 
material—which leads to the traditional 
frustration and/or boredom that most of us 
have experienced in traditional school 
classrooms.  Also, students—because they 
are separated by grade level for part of 
their days—have become more aware and 
focused on which child is in which grade, 
which takes away from the ideal of a 
multiage classroom where kids take on 
tasks that are developmentally appropriate 
to them.  And math is no longer taught as an 
integrated part of project work or viewed 
primarily as a tool to use when solving real-
world problems; instead, it is “a subject” to 
be variously loved, hated, or feared.  So the 
benefits of having a higher-level 
“intervention” are questionable.  In our 
previous model of teaching math, students 
might not have done well on the 
standardized test, but (at least anecdotally) 
they would go on, and after a short catch up 
period, do well in middle school and high 
school math.  And they were more fully 
experiencing an alternative education.  The 
lesson about testing: low test scores do not 
necessarily mean that students aren’t 
learning, but they can mean that a school 
loses choices. 
 
There are many other pros and cons of 
testing.  One fear is that opting out will hurt 
Lincoln.  Legally, it does not, primarily 
because Lincoln is not a school that receives 

5

federal Title 1 dollars.  In practice, it could, 
because large numbers of opt-outs here could 
cause scrutiny and/or interventions from the 
district (in the same way that poor 
performance on standardized tests can cause 
scrutiny).  However, even if this is true, 
standing up for our alternative program could 
simply mean that we fight interference and 
edicts from the district fiercely, not that we 
concede to more testing of our students. 
 
And what does not opting out say about our 
support for the test-driven system of 
education, which seems to be all about 
comparison and competition, and not about 
coexistence and the true valuing of all 
experiences?  Large numbers of families 
opting out across the nation has had a huge 
effect of politicians and has even started to 
change the political climate around testing—
although some testing is still required by the 
federal government, much of the control of 
the testing has been given back to the states, 
and the Obama administration (which had 
previously been quite gung-ho about testing) 
has done an about face and issued guidance 
stating that tests must be “high-quality”, 
“worth taking”, and “time limited” (not taking 
up more than 2% of instructional time).  See 
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-
sheet-testing-action-plan. 
 
The primary thing that families consider, of 
course, is the effect that opting out will have 
on their child.  Of course, only the family (and 
their therapist!) can guess about how the 
stress of the test will affect their child.  This is 
an entirely personal call.  I do, however, have 
some nuts and bolts information from the 
district about how opting out could potentially 
impact middle school placement.   
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I have communicated with the 
Superintendent (Dick Cvitanich) and 
Scott Neiman, Executive Director of 
Teaching & Learning for the Olympia 
School District, about this question.  Let 
me say first that administrators at the 
Olympia School District really want you 
not to opt your child out.  Opt-outs can 
make data interpretation vexing, and 
they don’t “look good” for the district.  
Right now, the SBA, together with the 
MAP, is used to decide which students 
will take advanced math classes, who 
gets into the JAMS (Jefferson Accelerated 
Math and Science) program, and whether 
your child will be placed in a math or 
literacy support class in middle school. 
Regarding advanced math and JAMS, 
both the Superintendent and Mr. Neiman 
have confirmed that an SBA result is not 
required for entrance into these 
programs, but it makes the determination 
much more straightforward.  Mr. Neiman 
states that “A major consideration in 
placement is to ensure the student show 
readiness for the next level…. [B]ased on 
our current practices, the SBA provides the 
‘least biased’ indicator of readiness for 
advanced math. In the absence of SBA, 
then the MAP provides a proxy for 
determining readiness.”   
 
Based on my communications, it’s my 
belief that if you want your child to be in 
advanced math or JAMS in 6th grade, the 
easier path is to have your child take both 
the SBA and the MAP.  Opting out of one 
or both of these tests may necessitate 
significant advocacy on your part in order 
for your child to placed in one of these 
advanced programs/classes in middle 
school.  On the other end of things, taking 

7

these tests may result in your child being 
placed in a support class (and losing a middle 
school elective).  If this is not an appropriate 
choice for your child, you and/or your child’s 
teacher will need to advocate for them to be 
taken out of the support class. 
 
I’ve just touched the tip of the iceberg here.  
There is a ton of information about 
standardized testing available online, and I 
urge you to do your own research to find out 
more about these issues.  You can also always 
pull me aside at school, talk to your child’s 
teacher or Marcela, or email any of us with 
further questions.  If you are going to opt of 
the SBA, please help reduce chaos by 
completing the opt-out form, available in 
the office, as soon as possible.  If you want 
your child not to take the MAP, you can just let 
Marcela know.  It’s important that Marcela 
receive the SBA opt-out forms before 
conference week so that she can plan for the 
children who will not be taking the test.  Opt-
out kids will be offered academic activities in 
place of taking the tests. 
 
Phew.  I wish your family luck in deciding 
what is best for you! 
 
And I’ll see you at that auction! 
 
Love, Jess 
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Library 
News 

By Kari Rigg, Teacher-
Librarian 

And the award goes to… 
The kids are eagerly reading a variety of picture and chapter books in preparation for 
selecting their favorite nominees for two statewide awards. 
 

Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award 

The Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award winner is selected annually by 
Washington State’s students who vote for this award through their local teacher-
librarians.  Lincoln students got the chance to hear some of these nominated books read to 
them by our teachers in multi-age groups during the last week of January and the first week 
of February. We’ve continued to read all the books during library time and will be voting on 
our favorites mid-March.  The results of the entire state are tallied in April.  Last year’s 
winner was The Day the Crayons Quit, by Drew Daywalt. 

These books are also very special to the Lincoln community because the Murray family has 
made it a yearly tradition to donate all 20 of the nominees to our library.  Each year, at 
Emily’s June birthday party, the family has asked that Emily be given these books as 
presents.  Inside the front cover of each book, Suzanne, Emily’s mom, glues the birthday 
card that came with the book.  Emily loves to be read to, and enjoys these treasured stories 
before they are put into our library.  THANK YOU to the Murray family for this amazing 
tradition of supporting our library all these years that Emily has been with us!!! 

Sasquatch Award 

The Sasquatch Award is given to a chapter book written for grades 4-8.  The award winner is 
also selected by students of Washington State in the spring each year.  Kari introduced the 
nominees during library.  The kids are devouring these books!  
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Save the Date 
Spring Fling!!! 
Fri. March 11 
At St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 114 20th Ave 
SE, Olympia, WA 
98501 

Join Us at the Spring Fling on Friday, March 11, 2016! Don’t miss out on this 
wonderful party – your chance to have a great time while supporting all the things that 
make Lincoln Options special.  The event this year will be at a bigger venue -- the 
fellowship hall at St. John's -- and will feature delicious catered appetizers, beer and 
wine from Swing! Wine Bar. Childcare will be available just a block away at Lincoln. 
Reserve your tickets online now or sign up in the office. If you reserve your ticket by 
March 9, you’ll automatically be entered to win fantastic door prizes. 
 
People have been so creative and generous -- we have some truly fun items for the 
Spring Fling. We have: 

• Getaways near and far: Mexico, Disneyland, Alderbrook, and some fun getaway 
packages right here in town. 

• Fantastic donations from Lincoln Families.  New this year are things like: a day 
sail in the San Juans; beer brewing coaching and support; wine and wisdom a 
party with insight; a bellydance party; an up close tour of the new world-class 
pipe organ at Lincoln neighbor St. John's; and, personalized running 
coaching/training support.  Old favorites also return: dinner with Marcela and 
Marty; a guided mushroom foraging walk; a bird walk with our own Lincoln 
family master birder; tour the Mud Bay Model Railway; and, a year of pie, this 
year with ice cream.  

• Dog training offered by a Lincoln Options alum at Happy Dog Institute.    
• Dinner for four and an up close tour at the Olympia Fire Department, cooked by 

the fire fighters, and you get to eat with them too.    
• Six fantastic summer camps to choose from: NOVA, Nature Nurtures, YMCA, 

Swallow Circle, Nisqually Reach, and Seed to Table. 
• A selection of beautiful things including original art, fine jewelry, and other fun 

stuff. 
 
Please go to http://www.biddingOwl.com/LincolnOptions to read the catalog or check 
it out in the office.  Thank you! 

Auction News 
 
By Elizabeth McManus 
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Hooray!!! It’s that time of year to start planning for 
Camp Elderberry!  Camp Elderberry is Lincoln’s 
illustrious end of the year culminating event and 5th 
grade graduation ceremony.  This event will be held 
on Friday, June 3rd, 2016 at Panhandle Lake.   This 
is a Lincoln Options day-long celebration---it is 
more than a field trip!   Families are a central part of 
this end of the year festival.  Please try and 
attend…take the day off of work, school, etc.  This is 
a great opportunity to meet more of the Lincoln 
community. 
 
If you are new to Lincoln, Camp Elderberry at 
Panhandle Lake is a full day, outdoor experience 
with the whole community.  There are lots of 
activities during the day and a huge potluck in the 
evening, ending with the fifth grade graduation 
ceremony.  You may also choose to campout in one 
of the rustic cabins, a tent or the dormitory. 
 
There will be much more information coming home 
via kid mail in the next few months. 
 
Questions? Wanna help organize? Contact Jill 
Lieseke jilllieseke@yahoo.com or text 360-561-4154 

Camp Elderberry! 
 
 
By Jill Lieseke 

SAVE THE DATE 
Camp Elderberry 2016 

Friday, June 3 
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Wondering what you can do to help with playground 
improvements?  Some of our special services team requested 
installation of varied height "steppers."  The Playground 
Committee has found some made to look like toadstools that 
should work well with our native/fairy garden expansion.  At the 
upcoming Spring Fling you can make a donation towards these 
items.  Also, be on the lookout for an eventual work party to 
install the expanded garden space. 
 
With approval of the OSD Bond, the Playground Committee will 
be meeting with the District to get things rolling on installation of 
the large-motor equipment kids voted for last spring. Thanks for 
the input, kids! 
 

Playground 
Update 
 

By Sharonne O’Shea 
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Wind 
Turbines 

By Paul Rocks 

1

Lincoln’s 4th and 5th grade classes are 
learning about sustainability as part of 
a bigger unit on energy.  We have 
examined how energy transfers from 
motion energy to electrical to sound, 
and light.  This project fits with the 
theme on Community by examining 
our use of energy, reducing carbon 
emissions, and learning how 
everything is connected in community. 

To develop a hands-on experience 
students worked in groups using the 
Engineering Design Process to design 
the most effective wind turbine 
possible.   

First, students had to define the 
problem facing them.  Each group 
needed to design a set of blades for 
their turbine that would generate 
highest voltage possible (our small DC 

Everything is connected in community 

2

generators produce a maximum of 1.5 
volts, about he same as a AA battery). 

Second, they gathered information by 
brainstorming what they already knew 
about wind turbines.  Many kids have 
noticed them on family vacations, 
others have seen them being unloaded 
at the Port of Olympia. 

Next, groups explored ideas of how to 
design their blades. 

They made a plan taking into 
consideration the variables of size, 
shape, # of blades, and angle of 
blades. 

Groups tested possible solutions using 
a box fan and digital multimeter to 
record the voltage, and finally they 
communicated their results. 
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Science fair; lab time creation 
by Marlo; Andrea's class 
designs bridges using 
triangles. 
 
 
Science Fair photos by Conor 
Schober. All other photos by 
Paul Rocks. 
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Cara's class creates wind 
turbines; Beth's class observes 
submarines; Marty's class builds 
models of molecules using 
Legos. 
 
All photos by Paul Rocks. 



 

 

  

It’s our Opus. 
If you have an item for the 
Opus, please forward it to  

Sarah Clifthorne at 
opuseditor@gmail.com.  The 
deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of each month for the 
next month’s issue.  

Questions?  Feedback?  
Suggestions for 

improvements?  Contact us 
via email.  Thanks! 

 
  

See You at… 
The Spring Fling, March 11 
Garden Party, March 12 
Camp Elderberry, June 3 
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